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Antonio with eight ships. If the enemy learns of that, he will be in
danger.

As soon as I received this news I sent a ship to Cartagena with it,
for the governor and for Pedro Men&idez; and because it seemed to
me that they might not have been able to clear an advice-boat from
Havana I thought it well to send this one from Puerto de Plata,
which is the best route. Your lordship will order the voyage paid and
extend what favour may be possible.1

In addition to these 80 ships which were sailing together, 30 more
have passed here in squadrons. They have burned five or six ships
in these ports.

This city's fleet left this harbour on the i8th last. It consists often
ships. Greatly do I fear that they will meet the enemy off Cape San
Antonio or at the entrance to Havana.

The flyboats which brought the soldiers to Puerto Rico arrived
safely but in bad shape. On the way they met a French (p. 2) ship
which they took, with a loss of 30 killed and over 40 wounded.

There is no other news.

Our Lord preserve your lordship.

Santo Domingo, July 15, 1591.

Lope de Vega Portocarrero (Rubric).

Document No. 8s2

[Juan de Texeda to the House of Trade, Havana, July 27,

1590

(P.

I have received the piece of ordnance which Antonio Navarro
brought for this port and it is just the thing, if only there were more
like it. As it is, these English are losing all respect for me, for every
hour they sail under my nose and because the galleys are at Cape
San Antonio waiting for Pedro Menendez I cannot scare them off.
Diego de la Ribera returned to this harbour on the 4th [of July]
and the New Spain fleet came in on the i6th. As it entered it left
1 The despatch of advice-boats was something of a 'racket*. In cases like this they
carried merchandise enough to pay expenses at least; anything received from the
House of Trade was 'gravy*.
8 A. de L9 42-1-9/4, Gontratacidn 5109. %pliego, original.